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Leadership Transitions in Iran after
Khamenei’s Assassination

AHMED AWAD ALKOMI*
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ABSTRACT: Iran is undergoing an exceptionally sensitive leadership transition after
Ali Khamenei’s assassination and the rise of Mojtaba Khamenei as Supreme Leader
under intense war-time pressure and foreign threats. The paper argues that the core rev-
olutionary doctrine (survival, strategic independence, forward defense, regional influ-
ence) still governs the system’s behavior despite leadership change, and that Mojtaba’s
selection — as the son of the late leader and the IRGC'’s preferred candidate — signals
continuity rather than reform. It also shows how the ascent of senior IRGC generals
to the top of the decision making pyramid reinforces the security—military nature of
Iran’s policies, amid domestic and external fears of renewed “hard line” stances on the
nuclear file and regional posture, and of an expanding military role at the expense of

reformist and civilian actors.
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Al-Jazira Net, Ta‘arraf ‘ala Muhammad Baqir Dhi al-Qadr, Salil al-
Mu’assasa al-Amniyya bi-Iran, al-Doha, 2026.
https://www.aljazeera.net/encyclopedia/2026/3/24/%D9%85%D8%
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‘Arabl 21, Mujtaba Khamana't Yu‘ayyin Muhsin Rida’t Mustasharan
‘Askariyyan Lahu... Man Yaktin?
https://arabi21.com/story/1745311

Muhammad Jawad Zarif, Kitab "Sumid al-Diblimasiyya", 2025.
Stizan Maltn1: Marji® Sabiq.

Muhammad Jawad Zarif, Sumiid al-Diblimasiyya, p. 167.

Ibid.

Trita Barst, Hilf al-Masalih al-Mushtaraka: al-Ta‘amulat al-Sirriyya Bayna
"Isra’1l" wa-Iran wa-al-Wilayat al-Muttahida, p. 139.
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1. The Associated Press: Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who
led the Islamic Republic since 1989, is dead at 86.
https://apnews.com/article/iran-supreme-leader-ayatollah-ali-khamenei-
dead-5b13b69b708c4ed38e895f5tb41a597

2. Wali Nasr, Istratijiyyat Iran al-Kubra, Dar Hashim li-I-Nashr, al-Doha, 2025.

3. Trump says he must be involved in picking Iran's next leader, Axios
https://www.axios.com/2026/03/05/iran-leader-trump-khamenei?utm_
source=chatgpt.com

4. After Khamenei: Planning for Iran’s Leadership Transition. Foreign
Relations. 2026« Suzanne Maloney
https://www.cfr.org/reports/leadership-transition-in-iran?utm__
source=chatgpt.com

5. IRGC's Vahidi remains defiant as architect of Iran's military survival, The
Jerusalem Post
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news/article-891708/?utm__
source=chatgpt.com jpost.com
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